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COLD OPEN
NOTE: All characters are Bl ack unl ess ot herw se noted

FADE | N:

I NT. SLOAN & COOPER - OFFI CE HALLWAYS - DAY

"Little Bit" by GIA ft. Vince Staples plays (instrunmental).
KENDRI CK FOSTER, a dapper businessman in his |late-20"s

glides through the halls, oozing confidence every strut. He
fist bunps passersby, including S& HATER wal ki ng with him

S&C HATER
Sonmeone's in a good nood.
KENDRI CK
Well |I'm about to snag a pronotion

after this performance review.

S&C HATER
Pronotion? Wrd around the water
cooler is layoffs are com ng thanks
to the merger with Sl oan Financi al .

KENDRI CK
Runors. S&C needs top talent to run
our side of the house. And I'mit.

S&C HATER
So you're not worried?

KENDRI CK
The sun is shining, ny nelanin is
poppi ng, and the barista made ny
tall macchiato a venti at no
charge. Today's going to be a good
day.

| NT. SLOAN & COOPER - UNKNOWN OFFI CE - DAY
We face Kendrick sitting with a forced, frozen snmle.
S&C EXECUTI VE (O C.)
In light of the recession and our
new nmerger, we're elimnating staff

redundancies. |'msorry, but we're
going to have to let you go.

END OF COLD OPEN




ACT ONE

I NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LI VI NG ROCOM - DAY

CLOSE up on Kendrick's shocked face, except now he's grown
stubby facial hair and stares blankly from his hone's couch.
Hi s youngest brother |ISAIAH (25, witty "mnority of a
mnority" rocking an LGBTQ+ rai nbow Bl ack Pride tee and
dreads) hands a laptop to their friend CHEO MARKS (I at e- 20s,
straitlaced, "Mtt Romey's Black friend" vibe).

| SAl AH
(wavi ng hand in face)
Kendri ck? Yo, Kendrick?

KENDRI CK
Huh?

CHEO
He reliving getting fired again?

| SAl AH
(moving to the couch)
Mm hmm You can tell because he
gets that bit of drool out the
corner of his nouth

Kendrick wi pes his nmouth and snaps to.

KENDRI CK
| didn't get fired. I was laid off.

Kendrick's m ddl e brother SAVOY (27, selfish, overly aware
of his good | ooks and style) | ounges with a nebulizer nmask
strapped to his face. He brushes his hair with one hand and
holds a mirror with the other as his breathing nmachi ne huns.

SAVOY
(breat hy)
Bet you wi sh you were ny CFO when
you had t he chance.

KENDRI CK
To work at ny baby brother's
startup based out of a Coffee Bean?

SAVOY
First off, I"'mnot the baby. He is.
(pointing to Isaiah)
Second, it was a Starbucks.
(stops brushing/to Cheo)
Cheo, don't you put that in the
article!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Cheo throws his hands up as a sign of surrender.

Savoy roll

| SAI AH
Savoy, how about you finish your
breat hing treatnment so we can go?
Happy Hour ends in 30 and | can't
afford full-priced drinks.

KENDRI CK
Your asthmatic ass is lucky |I keep
a spare machine for you at ny
pl ace.

s his eyes, having heard this 1,000 tines before.

CHEO
Savoy are you sure you don't want
your hunbl e begi nnings in the
article? Conservative readers |ove
a good "pick yourself up by your
boot st raps” story.

| SAI AH
Yeah, when the subject's Wiite.
When he's Bl ack they say he stole
t he boot s!

CHEO
Wiy do you have to make everything
about race, |saiah?

| SAI AH
This is America. Everything is
about race. Mst of ny clients at
the public defender's office are
peopl e of color, because of race.

CHEO
So what? The white man is to bl ane
for all Black Anerica's probl ens?

| SAl AH
O course not. White wonen are too.

Savoy's phone vibrates on the coffee table. He | ooks to
Kendrick and nods for himto take a | ook.

KENDRI CK
It's Ala. Vant ne to text her that
you'll call her back?

Savoy gives a thunbs up. Kendrick grabs the phone, texting:

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

The sound

KENDRI CK

(out | oud)
Hey babe. Taki ng a breathing
treatnment at Kendrick's because |'m
an irresponsible idiot who forgot
his inhaler. Call you in 5. Love-
WHOAI Why is "CGold' s Gynt' texting
you a pic of her...nedicine balls?

| SAI AH
(to Savoy)
You're cheating on Aja again?

SAVOY
(renovi ng mask)
She's just a friend fromthe gym

KENDRI CK
Uh huh. So was April.
| SAI AH
And Dawn.
CHEO
And the two Kei shas.
KENDRI CK
Come on, man. | thought you were

past all that. You can't put A a
t hrough that nmess again.

SAVOY
l"mnot. It's innocent flirting
bet ween gym buddi es. It's nothing.

of men npani ng cones from Cheo' s | apt op.
CHEO

| sai ah, why are two dudes in a
sauna going at it on ny conputer?

| SAI AH
Yi kes! | forgot to clear my search
hi story. Ooh, favorite that for nme?
CHEO
|"mnot favoriting your gay porn!
| SAI AH
Honophobe.
CHEO

Boundari es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: ( 3)
DOORBELL RI NGS. Kendrick noves to answer it.

KENDRI CK
Doi ng too much. Al of you.

A BANK REP (50s, bland white guy), stands on the other side
hol di ng an envel ope.

BANK REP
Kendri ck Foster?

KENDRI CK
Yes?

BANK REP

l"'mwith Morton's Bank. Your-

Kendrick ushers the man into the hallway, closing the door.

| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - MAI N HALLWAY - DAY

KENDRI CK
Keep your voice down!
BANK REP
Your nortgage is 120 days overdue.
KENDRI CK
| told y'all I've been out of work
for 4 nonths, but 1'mlooking. |'ve

got sone | eads and-

BANK REP
You have 45 days to catch up on
your nortgage, M. Foster or we'll
have to begin forecl osure
proceedi ngs. Have a nice day.

The bank rep hands Kendrick the envel ope and | eaves.

| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Kendrick re-enters after Savoy's treatnent has finished.

CHEO
Everything alright?

KENDRI CK
Huh? Yeah, it's fine.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

SAVOY
(looking in a mrror)
Do you guys think ny waves are too
wavy, or not wavy enough?

| SAl AH
How is he Monis favorite?

I NT. COTTON CLUB - FRONT LOBBY - DAY

Cheo interviews Savoy in the | obby of Cotton C ub, Savoy's

Cakl and- based startup. The small office has a sl eek, nobdern
| ook that enbraces color. A nostly Black staff of software

engi neers, coders, and others experts go about their day.

SAVOY
Gowing up in GCakland I watched as
gentrification forced a | ot of
Bl ack businesses to go under. It
got harder to find who was |eft.
But | knew if | could connect Bl ack
consuners to Bl ack businesses in
their areas, things could change.

CHEO

And so you started Cotton C ub?
SAVOY

Yeah. | was apprehensive at first,

but my brothers talked me into it.
It's tough sonetines, but | do what
| got to do to nake it work.

CHEO
Do what you gotta do? Like what?

Savoy's at a loss for words. But he's saved when DEN SE
HARPER (m d-20s, loud clothes with a | ouder personality)
barrels in fromthe break roomwth a cup of coffee.

DENI SE
Qoh, we legit now, baby! Sonebody
done stole us a Keurig!

ARTI E
No, | bought it for the office.

DENI SE
Of the back of that Costco truck
par ked by Jack London Square? Ni ce!

SAVOY
We had roomin the budget?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

ARTI E
I'"'m CFO, renmenber? Let nme worry
about the noney. Besides, every
of fice needs a Keurig. It adds an
heir of credibility, ya know?

DENI SE
| can't wait to tell my nomI| work
at a successful, bona fide startup!

SAVOY
You' ve worked here for two years.

DENI SE
(si ppi ng coffee)
| said what | said

CHEO
(stuttering)
H H H Deni se.

DENI SE
Oh hey, Cheo! | |ike that sweater.

Deni se rubs Cheo's shoul der, then wal ks away. He nelts into
an i ncoherent puddle as he nunbles to hinself.

ARTI E
The thirst is strong with this one,
Qoi - Van.

SAVOY

Hey, are you sure you don't want to
be quoted in the piece, Artie?

You' ve managed Cotton Cub's

fi nances since the beginning.

ARTI E
' mnmore of a behind-the-scenes
kind of guy. Besides, | need to
finish our audit.

SAVOY
You're still working on that? W
got to bal ance the books before we
present to investors in 6 weeks.
Maybe | should hire a tenp to hel p.

ARTI E
That's OK, | got it. Besides, it
woul d take too long to bring
soneone new up to speed.

Artie and Savoy | ook back at a still-blubbering Cheo.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

ARTI E
| s he gonna be OK?

I NT. | SAIAH S STUDI O APARTMENT - DAY

| sai ah and his BFF JAZM NE CLARK (27, dark-skinned beauty
and no nonsense HBIC in a SPELMAN COLLEGE hoodi e) work on
their | aptops. Isaiah chews |loudly on chips as he sorts
through mail, much to Jazm ne's annoyance. Rai nwater drips
into pots around the living room Water drips onto Jazm ne's
head, forcing her to nove to the left.

JAZM NE
Zay, | think you got another | eak.

| sai ah opens an envel ope fromhis | andlord. Inside he finds
a FINAL NOTICE of a $500 rental increase, explaining he nust
sign or vacate within 30 days. He rolls his eyes.

| SAI AH
Doesn't matter. As soon as | find
anot her place, I"mout this bitch.
JAZM NE

How s the search goi ng?

| SAI AH
Yesterday | applied for a garage in
Hayward with no heat or toilet for
$2,000 a nonth. So... not great.

JAZM NE
Wiy not stay with your brother?

| SAl AH
Who, Savoy? Seriously, Jazm ne?

JAZM NE
No, not that egotistical man-baby.
| " mtal ki ng about Kendri ck.

| SAI AH
So Captain Save-A-Bro can tell ne
to sell out and feed the corporate
beast he | oves so nmuch? No thanks.

Jazm ne's phone rings.

JAZM NE
Yeah well, public service ain't al
it's cracked up to be.
(answeri ng phone)
Congressman Lopez! Yes, | finished
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED
JAZM NE (cont' d)
the news release and emailed it for
your review. Yes, |'msure. OK
"1l check ny inbox in case |
didn't send the enmail that |
al ready sent. Twi ce.

CLOSE UP on Jazm ne's inbox. The top nmessage has the subject
"Kettl eman & Associ at es Candi date Search”

JAZM NE
(whi spering to |saiah)
Hey, is Kendrick still 1ooking for

a job? | may have sonet hi ng here.

| SAl AH
Yeah, as far as | know.

JAZM NE
(into phone)
You're right. As a State
Congressman your time i s precious.
| should' ve called after | email ed.
Even if | did |l eave two voicemails.

Jazm ne hangs up. Frustrated, she groans as she lies back in
her seat. A fresh |eak drips water on her head there too.

JAZM NE
Wanna wrap this up at ne and
Deni se's spot before dinner?

| SAl AH
(1 oudly chew ng)
Deni se be too loud. It's hard to
concentrate when she's around.

JAZM NE
You don't say...

EXT. BROWN SUGAR KI TCHEN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Passer by wal k about during a busy evening.

| NT. BROWN SUGAR KI TCHEN RESTAURANT - TABLE - N GHT

The gang sits around the dinner table. In order: Kendri ck,
Savoy, Cheo, |saiah, Denise, and Jazm ne.

DENI SE
You broke up with himover a novie?

( CONTI NUED)



10.
CONTI NUED:

| SAI AH
W just didn't see eye-to-eye.

KENDRI CK
Transl ation: Hs boyfriend wanted
to see a regular-priced novie.

| SAI AH
Either we catch a matinee or |I'm
not paying! | ain't nade of noney!
Kendrick's checks his phone after it beeps and finds a new
email. He opens it to find it's a rejection for a position
he applied to at "Fischer Financial". He backs out of it,

revealing 4 or 5 nore rejection emails from other conpani es.

SAVOY (O S.)
Your stinginess is nauseating.

| SALAH (O S.)
You try paying back $100k in
student | oans.

JAZM NE (O S.)
Maybe some will be forgiven now
that Biden's in the White House.

SAVOY
And who's going to forgive those
Crispy Chicken Wap edges you got?

JAZM NE
What ever, S-Curl Queen.

CHEO
Jaz, Anerica can't afford that kind
of socialism

| SAl AH
But it can afford the kind that
gave billionaires $1.5 trillion in
tax cuts?

CHEO

If it junp starts the econony, yes!
Kendrick, you get what |'m saying.

KENDRI CK
So, boo to those tax cuts. But Zay
it mght be a good idea to work the
private sector for while. Then when
you're stable, go back to being a
publ i ¢ defender.

( CONTI NUED)



11.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

| SAl AH
Excuse ne for choosing community
over coin. Although I could raise
nmy freelance | egal rates for Cotton
Club to make up the difference.

SAVOY

Hol d up! This is between you,
Kendri ck, and Candace Onens over
here. Leave Cotton Club out of it.

(to Kendri ck)
Speaki ng of which, could you help
Artie finish our audit? W' re weeks
away from an i nvestor presentation.

KENDRI CK
Sure. You payi ng?

SAVOY
Did | nmention you're nmy favorite
bi g brother?

The WAI TRESS cones back to the table with cards/receipts.

WAl TRESS
|"ve got your checks here. M.
Foster, your G oupon went through
but the manager kindly asks that
you not present one on every visit.

| SAI AH
(yoi nks receipt)
Shoul d've put it in the fine print.

WAl TRESS
And who is Kendrick?

Kendrick rai ses his hand.

WAl TRESS
" msorry. Your card was decl i ned.

DENI SE
Wait, his card was declined!?

KENDRI CK
It nust be sone m stake.

WAl TRESS
| tried it three tines.

KENDRI CK
The bank probably marked it stolen
by m stake again. Try this one.

( CONTI NUED)



12.

CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

The waitress takes the card. Then beaming with pride,

| SAI AH
Add ny discount to his check. The
Groupon has a two-plate limt.

EXT. BROWN SUGAR KI TCHEN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

The group exits. Jazm ne and Kendrick wal k si de-by-side.

JAZM NE
Oh, | alnost forgot, one of the
Congressman's top donors is
Kettl eman & Associ at es.

KENDRI CK
The financial firmin SF?

JAZM NE
That's the one. They're | ooking for
a new analyst. If you want, | can

forward your resune.

KENDRI CK
That's incredi bl el Thanks, Jaz!

SAVOY
What's incredible? Did she poop in
the grass this tine?
(as if Jazmi ne were a dog)
Good girl! That's a good Jaz!

DENI SE
Even Jay and Kanye made peace. Kind
of . How you two still got beef? You

broke up freshman year!

JAZM NE
And he's been a wad of gum beneath
my red bottonms ever since.

SAVOY
Payl ess sold red bottons?
JAZM NE SAVOY

Savoy, | amtired of your Snokey the Bear said "Only
crap, you lowrent, Kroger you can prevent forest
brand Steve Jobs wannabe! fires". Turns out he was
You lucky I don't call ny tal king to your dry-ass
brot hers to whoop that ass! scal p the whole tine!

KENDRI CK

WIlIl you two pl ease grow up! Dam!

( CONTI NUED)



13.
CONTI NUED:

Silence as the group keeps wal ki ng.

SAVOY
(barks)

JAZM NE
(smacki ng Savoy with purse)
Bi t ch!
| NT. COTTON CLUB - KI TCHEN AREA/ BREAK ROOM - DAY

Kendrick wal ks into the break area as Deni se nakes cof f ee.

DENI SE
Have you tried the Keurig yet? This
Tahitian Mocha is bonb! | |ove
finally working at a real startup
KENDRI CK
Haven't you been here two years?
DENI SE
Yeah, | know. Damm!

Deni se storns off, |eaving Kendrick confused. Artie enters.

ARTI E
Hey, thanks for helping with this
audit. | told your brother | had it

under control, but he worries.

KENDRI CK
No problem Hey, are you free this
afternoon to go over |ast quarter's
nunbers? The count's off sonmehow.

ARTI E
Wsh | could, but |I'm swanped.

KENDRI CK
OK, how about tonorrow?

ARTI E
Booked. Let's connect next week.

Artie takes a sip of coffee before | eaving.

ARTI E (CONT' D)
Try the Tahitian Mocha. Amazi ng!

DENI SE (O S.)

(yel l'i ng)
Tol d you!



I NT. COITON CLUB - CONFERENCE ROOM -

14.

DAY

Kendrick stands by the door as he waps a call with his nom

KENDRI CK

How much is the nmedicati on? No,

Mom it's no problem at al

put the noney in your account
today. | |love you too. Bye.

Kendrick hangs up and takes his seat
presentation to Savoy and a handf ul

ARTI E
We had a 3% subscri ber upt

as Artie delivers a
of other enpl oyees.

i ck,

bringi ng us just under target.

KENDRI CK

These are figures | wanted to

di scuss with you. That 3%
reflected in Q4's revenue.

isn't
VWhen |

| ooked t hrough ol d earnings reports

| found di screpancies that

ARTI E
Li sten, Kenny.

KENDRI CK
lt's Kendri ck.

ARTI E
Fi nances for startups can

be nore

conpl ex than what you're used to.
Let me worry about the nunbers.

KENDRI CK
| woul d, but--

SAVOY
If Artie says we're good,

we're

good. He knows Cotton Club's
fi nances better than anyone.

KENDRI CK
| ' msure he does, but the

SAVOY

nunber s- -

Tell you what. Work with Artie, and
you two figure it out. Together.

ARTI E

Yeah, I'd |ove to help you | earn.

Kendrick strains to smle at Artie's passive aggressive dig.



15.

| NT. SAVOY' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - N GHT

An over-sized painting of Savoy hangs above a headboard as
Savoy and AJA (m d-20s, beautiful) sleep. H s phone beeps

and Al a reaches to shut it off and sees sonething... odd.

[ NOTE: Text nessages are italicized].

ASHLEY ( TEXT)
Snap ne that (3 eggplant enojis).

Aj a gets up, wal ks over and punches Savoy in his sleep.

SAVOY
Agh! Aja, did you just hit ne!?

AJA
Wo is "Gold's Gynt' and why is she
texting you at two in the norning?

SAVOY

She's just a friend fromthe gym
AJA

That you're sexting!?
SAVOY

Yes! | nmean, no! | nmean, | wouldn't

cheat on you. Not again. Never
again. Look, what if I switch gyns?

AJA

You'll find a new gymthis week?
SAVOY

Tonmorrow. | |ove you, girl.

Savoy's phone beeps in Aja's hand as they enbrace. SHOCK
AJA
Did she just text a pic of her-
| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LI VI NG ROOM DOCR - NI GHT

Sonmeone knocks/rings Kendrick's door. He answers in his PJs.
It's Savoy in only boxers, holding a gymbag and basket bal I .

SAVOY
Hey roony!

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT ONE




ACT TWO

| NT. KETTLEMAN & ASSCOCI ATES - BILL HOLLY'S OFFI CE -

Kendrick sits in his interview at Kettl eman, sinlar

as when he was laid off at Sloan & Cooper.

KENDRI CK
You' re ki dding! Your wife got her
MBA from Enory too? Small worl d!

KENDRI CK
My favorite golfer? Al of 'em

KENDRI CK
| respect Kaepernick's right to
protest, but | stand for the
anthem | mean, what about the
troops!?

I NT. KETTLEMAN & ASSCOCI ATES - RECEPTI ON - DAY

16.

DAY

in view

Bl LL HOLLY (40s, white, solid build), a Kettlenman executive,

wal ks Kendrick fromhis office. They shake hands.

Bl LL
Pl easure neeting you, Kendrick.
KENDRI CK
Sane to you, M. Holly.
Bl LL
Oh please, call ne Bill! Margaret
will be in touch about the next

round of interviews. And there wll
be a next round!

KENDRI CK
Looking forward to it, Bill.

Kendrick gets on the elevator. The doors close and the
instrunmental to GTA's "Little Bit" plays as Kendrick dances.

I NT. COITON CLUB - SAVOY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Deni se works on her |aptop while Savoy is absorbed in his

own reflection in a hand mrror.

DENI SE
The mal function of the background
programis likely rooted in sone
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

17.

DENI SE (cont' d)
change propagation throw ng
everything of f. What do you think?

SAVOY
| think I"mgetting a pre-pinple.
Call the spa and book an energency
det oxi fying scrub

DENI SE
Savoy, |'myour top engi neer, not
your assistant. If you want to book
a spa day, hire one or do it your
dam self. I'mgoing to |unch

SAVOY
But you just got back from |l unch

DENI SE
| just got back from picking up
dry cl eani ng and wat chi ng Wendy
l[iams. Now |I'mgoing to lunch

No
ny
W

Deni se knows her value and isn't afraid to flex. She grabs

her purse

and | aptop, then heads for the door.

SAVOY
Coul d you | eave the door open?

Deni se let's the door slam behind her. Kendrick enters.

KENDRI CK
Hey, you got a m nute?

SAVOY
Sure. How was the intervi ew at
Kettl eman?

KENDRI CK

Pretty great! | think | nailed it.
SAVOY

My man!
KENDRI CK

Thanks. Listen, | tried working

with Artie |like you said, but he
keeps bl ocking me on this audit.

SAVOY
He's territorial. He just needs to
get used to having you around.

KENDRI CK
Nah, sonething doesn't feel right.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

SAVOY
O you're doing that thing you do.

KENDRI CK
Thi ng? What thing?

SAVOY
That bi g brother thing where you
t hink you have to be in charge al
the tinme. Besides, it's like Artie
said. Finances at a startup are
conplicated. | got this.

KENDRI CK
You nean |ike when we sent you to
buy sugar for our Kool-Aid stand
and you bought hair gel to | ook
i ke Omarion instead?

SAVOY
Dude, | was 7!

KENDRI CK
('si ngi ng/ danci ng)
And let it, TOUCH

SAVOY
Kendrick. | know how to run ny
busi ness.

KENDRI CK
My bad. You're right.

SAVOY
(fake shock)
' m what ?

KENDRI CK
(squi nting)
| think you're getting a zit.

Kendrick | eaves Savoy to look frantically in his mrror.

| NT. AVAI LABLE APARTMENT - FRONT DOOR - DAY

| sai ah and Jazmine visit an apartnent to tour. They ring the

bel |

and are greeted by MANDY, (40s, Asian woman), an overly

chi pper |easing agent with a Southern drawl and BI G hair.

| SAI AH
H . | have an appointnent to view
an apartment for rent.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
MANDY
H ! You nmust be Isaiah, and...?
JAZM NE
Jazmne. Nice to neet you
MANDY
You too! |I'm Mandy. Cone on in!

They enter the apartnent, but the place is a total dunp.

MANDY
Li ke ny daddy said to ny prom date,
"She's a bit of a fixer upper, but
she cleans up real nice!"

Jazm ne and |saiah give the best fake |augh they can nuster.

MANDY ( CONT' D)
This is the main living area. And
over there is the kitchen, which
has recently been renovated with a
gently-used double hotplate! Only
one of the plates heats up, but the
ot her makes for a very festive
serving tray, perfect for
ent ertai ni ng guests!

Jazm ne notices sonmething odd on the wall near the floor.

JAZM NE
Are those pictures of electrical
sockets on the wall?

MANDY
Ch the unit doesn't have any actual
outlets, but the rent does include
a pack of Double-A batteries a
month for all your electronic
devi ce needs!

JAZM NE
(to hersel f)
What in the Cabrini G een neets
G ey Gardens?

| SAI AH
The ad said sonet hi ng about views
overl ooking city architecture?

MANDY

Oh yes! You're going to just |ove
this view Best in the city!

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

Mandy opens a curtain to reveal the wall of the building
across the street. She stands proudly at the wi ndow unti l
gunshots ring out. Everyone hits the floor. POLI CE Sl RENS.

MANDY
Police response tine is top notch!

| SAl AH
How much is the rent!?

MANDY
For this gem? Only $2,800 a nonth

| sai ah and Jazm ne quickly get up and wal k out of the
apartnent unfazed. Mandy stays on the floor as sirens blare.

MANDY
"1l email you an application!

I NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LI VI NG ROCOM - DAY

Savoy's in his drawers as he sets his phone canera on a
tripod. He poses seductively, rubbing oil over hinself. He
turns slowy, just as |Isaiah enters through the front door.
He stands confused until Savoy nmakes his way back around.

SAVOY
What are you doi ng here!?

| SAl AH
Grocery shopping in Kendrick's
fridge when he's not hone, like |

al ways do. What are you doi ng here?
Is that oil?

Bef ore Savoy can answer, Kendrick enters readi ng over sone
docunents. He surveys the scene in front of him He sighs.

KENDRI CK
| saiah, if you're gonna steal ny
food please Iimt yourself to one
bag. And Savoy, no film ng your
OnlyFans in the living room

Bored with his brothers' shenani gans, Kendrick hangs his
jacket in the closet. He drops a paper, but doesn't noti ce.

| SAI AH
You have an Onl yFans?

SAVOY
Just for extra noney, which | need
now to buy Aja sone flowers.

( CONTI NUED)
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| sai ah sees Savoy's basketball and his gym bag on the floor.

| SAI AH
She found out about "GymGrl" and
ki cked you out, didn't she? HA

| sai ah notices the paper Kendrick dropped and picks it up.
Shock registers on his face as he quietly reads it.

KENDRI CK
What happened to the check I wote
you for the flowers, Savoy?

SAVOY
It bounced! By the way, who stil
wites checks? Cash App ne.

| SAI AH
Maybe he can't. Kendrick, is the
bank foreclosing on your condo?

SAVOY
... \VWhat ?

KENDRI CK
It's nothing. It's under control.

Kendrick exits to the kitchen. H's brothers foll ow

| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - KI TCHEN DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

SAVOY
Clearly not if the bank is trying
to take your house. How could you
be so irresponsi bl e? You!?

KENDRI CK
You shake your bits n' pieces on
the Internet to buy flowers and
make payroll. Sit this one out.

SAVOY
(to hinmself/sitting at table)
It's not like | show ny face.

| SAI AH
(sitting next to Savoy)
| knew Cotton Cl ub was struggling,
but damm! You using what you got to
get what you want, huh? Respect.

( CONTI NUED)
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SAVOY
Thi ngs have been a little tight,
but that's what investors are for.
Anyway, this is about Kendrick
| yi ng about his finances.

KENDRI CK
| didn't want to worry anyone. When
| land this Kettleman gig, 1'Il be

able to renegotiate with the bank.
|"ve got things under control

| SAI AH
You know it's OKif you don't,
right? You al ways take care of us,
but we have your back too.

Is it brotherly love filling the room or..
KENDRI CK
What do you want | sai ah?
| SAI AH
Can | crash here until | find a new

place? O until you two are out on
the street? Wi chever cones first.

The guys share a long, cathartic |augh.

| NT. COTTON CLUB - SAVOY'S OFFI CE - DAY
Savoy calls Aja, but gets sent to voicemil.

AJA (V.Q)
Hey, it's Aja. You know what to do.

SAVOY
Hey, babe. | know | nessed up. But
| swear | didn't do anything with
that girl. You got to believe ne.
Just call ne back, OK? |I |ove you.
Deni se bursts into Savoy's office as he hangs up.
DENI SE
Savoy? We have a situation
| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Kendrick enters froma run and checks to see if he's al one.

( CONTI NUED)
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KENDRI CK
Savoy? |sai ah? Anyone el se who
don't pay rent, but eats ny food?

Kendrick waits a few seconds before passing gas.

KENDRI CK
God, | mss living al one.

Kendrick's phone rings in his pocket. He answers it.

KENDRI CK
Hel 1 0? Ch hi, Margaret! |'m good,
t hanks and you? Uh huh... Oh. No,
appreci ate the opportunity. Yes,
definitely keep nme in mnd for
ot her possible roles. You too. Bye.

Kendri ck hangs up, throwing his water bottle in despair. Al
t hose years of school, degrees, and clinbing the corporate
| adder and for what? FOR WHAT! ? To be unenpl oyed and
honel ess? He chokes back sobs until the phone rings.

KENDRI CK
Hey Denise. Wait, slow down. What!?
K, I"'mon ny way.

I NT. COITON CLUB - FRONT LOBBY - DAY

Kendrick wal ks into Cotton Club HQ and stands next to
| sai ah. The office is in chaos as REPO MEN t ake everything.

KENDRI CK
| sai ah? What happened?

| SAI AH
| think everything s being repoed.

Kendrick and |Isaiah are greeted by a pani cked Savoy.

KENDRI CK
Savoy, what's goi ng on?

SAVOY
You were right about Artie. He's
been enbezzling from Cotton C ub
and hasn't paid a bill in nonths!
The bank's taking everyt hing!

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT TWD
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| NT. COTTON CLUB - FRONT LOBBY - DAY
SHEER CHAQS! Savoy steps on a chair to address enpl oyees.

SAVOY
Everyone pl ease remai n cal n

EMPLOYEE #1
Remai n cal m ? What about our jobs!?

DENI SE
(with Keurig/fake deep voice)
And t he Keurig!?

Savoy has no answer and clinbs down, | ooking dazed.
EMPLOYEE #2
They took ny Mac! How am | supposed
to wite code without a conputer?

Savoy ignores Enployee #2 and escapes it to his office.
Kendrick grabs a pen/pad and shoves theminto their chest.

KENDRI CK
Figure it out!
(To Isaiah)

Check the files in the cloud
account. Look for something that
could help us. Loan contracts,

| ease agreenents, anything.

| SAI AH
Ri ght. What are you going to do?

KENDRI CK
Get to the bottomof this ness.

| sai ah wal ks to the back. Kendrick heads to Savoy's office.
He wal ks past Denise as she westles the Keurig away from
REPO MAN #1 (40s, sturdy build).

DENI SE
| ain't going back to Fol gers!
| NT. COTTON CLUB - SAVOY'S OFFI CE - DAY
Savoy paces and puffs his inhaler. Kendrick closes the door.

KENDRI CK
Savoy, where's Artie?

( CONTI NUED)
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SAVOY
Probably in Tahiti living in the
beach house |'ve apparently been
paying on for the last two years.

KENDRI CK
Tahiti? Actually, that nmakes a | ot
of sense. W need to call the

pol i ce.

SAVOY
Wiy? Artie's |long gone, just like
ny noney.

Kendrick finally notices Savoy's hal f-packed boxes.

KENDRI CK
Wait, are you |eaving?

SAVOY
Don't need an office if you no
| onger have a busi ness.

KENDRI CK
You're CEO. You can't just give up!

SAVOY
| was supposed to be this Black
success story in a white-ass tech
industry. Instead I'ma joke, ny
girl won't call nme, and |I'm broke.

| failed, Kendrick. I'"'ma failure.
KENDRI CK

You're not a failure. You're a

brilliant engi neer who invented an

amazi ng app that supports Bl ack

businesses. | can't fix you and

Aja, but nme, Zay and our friends

are here for you, no matter what.
(with deep intensity)

But al so, you know how to run your

busi ness. Renmenber? So run it.

I NT. COTTON CLUB - FRONT LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

Savoy STRIDES back in as Denise rides Repo Man #1's back.
Savoy stands on a desk and brings the roomto a standstill.

SAVOY
Everybody listen up! Cotton C ub
was created to connect Bl ack people
wi t h Bl ack- owned busi nesses in
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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SAVOY (cont'd)

their conmmunities. Today that dream
was threatened. | understand if
sonme of you want to junp ship. But
if you believe in our mssion, |
invite you to stay and fight for
it! Take the day off to regroup,
but conme back ready to kick ass!
Cotton Club is far from over

(To Deni se)
And pl ease stop beating up the repo
men. They're just doing their jobs.

Deni se slides off of Repo Man #1's back.

REPO MAN #1
Sorry about your coffee machine.

DENI SE
Thanks. Sorry | cut the brakes to
your truck.

| sai ah runs into the | obby holding files.

| SAI AH

Bring everything off the trucks!

(To Savoy)
Your | oan precludes any
repossessi on without |egal notice
si gned by the bank and Conpany
Founder, i.e. you, 30 days in
advance. That didn't happen, so
this action is null and void.

SAVOY
Wait, for real?

| SAI AH
| insisted on that clause for your
protection.

REPO MAN #1
"' m gonna need to call my boss.

DENI SE
(snat ching Keurig)
Yeah, you do that.

| NT. COTTON CLUB - SAVOY' S OFFI CE - DAY ((CONTI NUQUS)

Kendrick and Isaiah join Savoy in his office.

KENDRI CK
Everything's back off the trucks.

( CONTI NUED)
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| SAI AH
And the DA's sendi ng someone over
to take your statenment on Artie.

SAVOY
| couldn't have made it through
today wi thout you guys. Thank you.
(to Kendri ck)
It's gonna be tough not having you
around when you're at Kettl eman.

KENDRI CK
Actually, I didn't get the job

SAVOY
Damm, for real? I'mso sorry.

| SAI AH
(to Kendri ck)
What about your condo?

KENDRI CK
One energency at a tine.
SAVOY
Wrk for ne.
KENDRI CK
What ?
SAVOY

You weren't here 20 m nutes before
you figured out Artie was cooking

t he books. Zay hel ps out with the

| egal stuff, but it's gonna take
sonme serious finance skills to keep
Cotton Club alive. Mght as well be
my knowit-all big brother. | can't
pay what S&C did, and it won't be
enough to save your condo, but--

KENDRI CK
["min.

SAVOY
Real | y?

| SAI AH

You heard about the pay, right?

KENDRI CK
Yeah, but | kind of like it here.
Besi des, Kettlenan didn't even have
a Keuri g.
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| NT. KENDRI CK'S CONDO - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Everyone deconpresses with drinks in the living room

JAZM NE
So you saved Cotton Club from
Savoy's utter inconpetence, only
for Kendrick to be days away from
foreclosure? Did I m ss anythi ng?

SAVOY
Besi des nmout hwash this norning? No.

CHEO
Way didn't you call ne? This would
be great for the profile.

DENI SE
Don't worry. | got pics.

Deni se wi nks at Cheo and once again, the brotha is butta.

KENDRI CK
Now | just got to figure out what
to do about ny condo.

| SAI AH
No. W do.

SAVOY
It's not all on you anynore.

DENI SE
You guys could just live together
permanently and split the bills.

JAZM NE
Then Kendrick m ght save his condo
and Savoy won't have to dance on
Onl yFans to nake ends neet.

SAVOY
Y all told her!?
KENDRI CK | SAI AH
Hey, | ain't say nothing! It wasn't mne!
CHEO

|"msorry, Savoy does what?
| SAl AH

It would be nice to pay down these
student loans a bit.

( CONTI NUED)
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SAVOY
And have sonewhere to crash unti
Aja and | work things out.

JAZM NE
Yeah but unlike that clap you had
senior year, Aja ain't com ng back.

| SAI AH

(to Savoy)
K, | did tell her that one.

I NT. FOSTER CONDO - LI VI NG ROCOM - DAY

Everyone hel ps for Mowving Day. Savoy carries his portrait.

SAVOY
Where should | put this?

KENDRI CK
| know just the place.

Kendrick takes the painting and chucks it in the hallway.
Cheo breezes past Savoy to Denise who's holding a snall box.

SAVOY
Hey Cheo, can you help nme with--
CHEO
(to Deni se)

Can | take that for you?

DENI SE
Oh t hanks, Boo!

Deni se hands her box to | ove drunk Cheo and wal ks of f.

CHEO
She called ne "Boo."

CUT TO Jazmine on a call as Savoy works near by.

JAZM NE
Yes, Congressman. |'ll reach out to
my press contacts ASAP. Tal k soon.

SAVOY
You know | realized sonething.

JAZM NE

That your toxic masculinity is a
front for your |lazy stroke game?

( CONTI NUED)
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Savoy steps closer to Jazmine. Al nost... seductively.

SAVOY
No one el se knew about ny Onl yFans.
Whi ch neans only soneone who rubbed
t heir hands across this chisel ed
body woul d recogni ze it onscreen.
You subscribed to my page.

JAZM NE
Boy, please. Way would | pay new
nmoney for old trash?

Jazm ne wal ks away | aughi ng. When she's past Savoy,

JAZM NE
(to hersel f)
... Danmi t!

Cheo enters fromthe kitchen holding a bow .

CHEO
Wo | eft ranen on top of the dryer?

| SAl AH
So that's where | left it!

| sai ah snatches the bowl and begi ns devouring its contents.

CHEO
And this is why universa
heal t hcare woul dn't work. Lack of
personal responsibility.

| SAl AH
VWhat ever, fascist.

Deni se picks up a box by the door. Kendrick wal ks over.
KENDRI CK
Am | really doing this? Living with
nmy annoyi ng-ass brothers agai n?
QUI CK SHOT of the whole room Denise turns back to Kendri ck.

DENI SE
Yeah. And you love it.

Sm ling, Denise wal ks away. Wth a smrk, Kendrick works on.

FADE TO BLACK:

END OF SHOW




