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TEASER

EXT. BROOKLYN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - BALCONY - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

SUMVER 2006. The summer air is thick and the city full of
life. Three NEI GHBORHOOD BOYS (10-12, two Bl ack, one Latino)
stand on a bal cony with water ball oons.

AUGUST (V. Q)
It was Sumer 2006. Beyoncé had
laid off Kelly and Mchelle, Lil"
Wayne was running the table with
"The Carter 11", and Wol e Foods
hadn't col oni zed the borough yet. ..

EXT. BROOKLYN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - STOOP - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Bel ow, three NEI GHBORHOOD G RLS (10-12, Bl ack) dance to
Destiny's Child s "Lose My Breath".

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #1
No, |I'm Beyoncé! She's Kelly, and
you're M chelle.

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #2
But you were Beyoncé last tinme! You
can't control everything, you know.

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #3
And why | always got to be
M chel | e?

NEI GHBORHOOD 3 RL #1
Because you clap on the 1s and 3s.

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #3
(cl appi ng of f beat)
No | don't.

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #1
Now that that's settled, get in
your places before |I replace you.

NEI GHBORHOOD G RL #2
(whi spers to Grl #3)
She knows this is pretend, right?

Bal | oons rain down. As the boys cheer, we pan across as the
girls run past--



EXT. BROOKLYN STREET - DAY - FLASHBACK ( CONT' D)

Br ookl yn- born ANDRE GREEN (Bl ack, early 30s) rocks a Bl ack
Power tee and wal ks with his son, YOUNG AUGUST (Bl ack, 12).

YOUNG AUGUST
Seriously, Pop! "Tha Carter I1" is
fire conpared to "Col | ege Dropout".

ANDRE
Boogs, | love you, but you can pack
your shit and | eave ny house. Ain't
no son of mne going to conpare the
lyrical w zardry of Kanye West to a
talking Black n' MI|d soaked in
| ean.

YOUNG AUGUST
Pop, don't call nme Boogs in public!

ANDRE
Wiy not? It's not ny fault you used
to eat your little baby boogers.

YOUNG AUGUST
|"mnot a baby! I'malnost 12. |I'm
a nman.
ANDRE
K. My bad "M . August G een".
YOUNG AUGUST
Thank you. And as a man, | should

be allowed in your show tonight.

ANDRE
A club is no place for an al npost
12-year-old. But if you want to
check your old man out, you can
cone to ny set on Saturday.

YOUNG AUGUST
You nean the bar mtzvah your
DJ'ing? Pass. | prefer real hip

hop, not that Kidz Bop stuff.

ANDRE
A real man appreciates honest worKk.
He never | ooks down on it,
especially if it provides for
himsel f and his fam|ly. Understand?

August nods affirmatively.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDRE (cont' d)
Good. Now what you know about rea
H p Hop anyway?

YOUNG AUGUST
| know that like it or not, that
"Nawl i ns rap ain't going away.

The pair reach Garcia's BK Bodega, a |ocal corner store.

I NT. GARCI A'S BK BODEGA - FLASHBACK

Store owner MR, GARCI A (60s, Latino) works the register at
the front of the store as the G eens enter

ANDRE
"Nawl i ns!? Boy this is Brooklyn,
not the bayou. You want to |isten
to trash rhynes and eat gunbo, take
your ass bel ow t he Mason Di xon.

MR GARCI A
Andre! Boogs! jBuenos Di as!

Andre stifles a chuckle as August quietly groans.

ANDRE
You're a Hip Hop head M. Garci a.
Who you got? Wayne or Yeezy?

MR GARCI A
Kanye all day! That "All Falls
Down" record? Magical! Rem nds ne
of the love of ny life, Lucia.

AUGUST

But your wife's nane is Magdal ena.
MR GARCI A

Stay out of grown fol ks business,

Boogs.
["ALL FALLS DOMN' BY KANYE WEST FEAT. SYLEENA JOHNSON PLAYS]

ANDRE
K. .. Boog-- August, lets get the
groceries before your nmomworri es.
(whi spers to August)
And before Ms. Garcia burns this
pl ace down. You know she crazy.

END OF TEASER



ACT ONE

EXT. KID S Bl RTHDAY PARTY - BACK YARD - DAY

PRESENT DAY. BENNY THE BOPPI NG BUNNY is the main attraction
at a ranbunctious birthday party for a 5-year-old naned AJ.
Benny, or rather the man in the bunny suit, rocks the mc.

BENNY THE BUNNY
Happy Birthday AJ,
What a big boy,
| hope your nmom and dad get you al
t he good toys,
It's your special day,
Eat cake and ice creamtoo,
When Benny Bunny's on the mc,
W eat all the party food!

The ki ds cheer and hug Benny.

I NT. KID S Bl RTHDAY PARTY - KI TCHEN - DAY

AUGUST GREEN, now 27 and wearing the Benny Bunny costune,
chugs a glass of water. A text from"Patrice *kiss enoji*"
pops up on his phone: "Good luck in your neeting tonight!”

August smles. As kids cheer for Benny outside, the stressed
out nother of the birthday boy enters.

AJ'S MOM
What are you doi ng? W have you for
20 nore mnutes. Cet out there!
August gives a fake smle. Satisfied, Momexits.

AUGUST
(to hinself)
Honest work, August. Honest worKk.

Wth a sigh, August puts on the sweltering bunny head.

I NT. FOOD KI NG GROCERY - MEAT FREEZER - DAY

FRANCI SCO RAMOS (m d-20s), a hunky Guatemal an nan whose
never nmet a bad decision he didn't like, is in the throes of
sex with his hard-nose nmanager, MARGO (40s). Their entangl ed
bodi es steam as their sweat evaporates into the cold air.

FRANCI SCO

(panti ng)
Can | clock out early? Got a thing.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGO
Yes! Yes! Oh CGod, yes!

I NT. FOOD KI NG GROCERY - MEAT SECTI ON - DAY

Margo steps through an “Enpl oyees Only” door and into the
nmeat section, readjusting her nanme tag. Francisco foll ows.
When he exits to the floor, he's stopped by a custoner.

GROCERY STORE CUSTOVER
Excuse ne. Can soneone unl ock the
cough nedi ci ne for nme?

FRANC!I SCO
Sure thing. | just need ny keys...

Franci sco pats hinmself down, but can't find his keys.

MARGO
(hol di ng keys)
Looki ng for these?
(to the customer)
"1l be right over na'am

The custoner wal ks away. Margo hands Franci sco his keys.

MARGO (cont' d)
Go restock Dairy. And for the |ove
of God, keep up with your shit.
You' re worse than ny 10-year-ol d.

Franci sco's phone vibrates as he gets a text from August:
"You get the night off?" Francisco replies, "Hell yeah”

MARGO (O C.)
Franci sco! No phones on the floor!
EXT. DANDY DRY CLEANERS - DAY

Establi sh Dandy Dry Cleaners in LA's Koreatown district.

| NT. DANDY DRY CLEANERS - BACK AREA - DAY

Sout h Korean i ngenue NARI SEONG (m d-20s) grooves to "Ready
or Not" by Fugees in her AirPods, soul fully singing al ong.

NARI
"Ready or not, here | cone, you
can't hide. Gonna find you, and
take it slowy. Ready or not--"

( CONTI NUED)
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Nari | oses an AirPod when she does a spin. She hears a nman
yelling fromthe front of the store.

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOMER (O C.)
Hel 1 0? |I's anyone here?

Annoyed, Nari takes a swig froma flask and goes up front.

| NT. DANDY DRY CLEANERS - FRONT COUNTER - DAY
Nari blandly greets a heavyset nmal e DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOMER

NARI
Wel cone to Dandy Dry C eani ng. How
can | help you have a dandy day?

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTQVER
Yes |-- Do | snell al cohol ?

NARI
How. Can. |. Help. You?

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOVER
| picked this shirt up yesterday
but there's a button m ssing.

NARI
That will be $3.75 to repair.

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOVER
But you guys |ost the button.

Nari points to a wall sign: CHECK | TEMS BEFORE LEAVI NG Her
phone beeps and she i mredi ately goes to check it.

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOMER (cont' d)
Can | speak to the manager, please?

Text from August: "Meet at the Savoy at 9pm Don't be late!"

NARI
Unfortunately, that's ne today.

DRY CLEANI NG CUSTOVER
Well, I'"mnot paying. |'ve been a
custoner here for two years.

NARI
OK, and? You want a cooki e? Because
at your glucose level, that's
probably gonna cost you a foot.

Rightfully offended, the customer storns off.

( CONTI NUED)
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APRIL (O C)
VWw, Nari .

Nari turns around and finds APRIL (early-20s, Korean), her
arrogant, goodie two-shoes little sister, behind her.

APRI L
Wait until Mom and Dad hear about
this. But | could be persuaded to
overl ook-- Have you been drinking?

NARI
What do you want, April?

APRI L
Close the store for ne tonight.

NARI
No way. | got plans.

APRI L
What ? Rehearsal with your little
rap group? Just reschedul e.

NARI
It's your turn to cl ose.

APRI L
| can't. Us 1Ls have a test on tort
reformthis week. My study group's
hol di ng an enmergency cram sessi on.

NARI
You wanted to go to | aw school

APRI L
Yeah, to make sonet hing of nyself.

NARI
Which is exactly what |'m doing.

APRI L
As what ? The Korean Lauryn Hill?
How d that work out the last tine?

Nari stares daggers at April, then wal ks away to the back.

APRI L (cont'd)
Are you closing for ne or not?

Wt hout | ooking back, Nari flips her mddle finger at April.



EXT. SAVOY NI GHT CLUB - FRONT ENTRANCE - N GHT

August and Francisco wait outside the packed club. Francisco
i ntensely plays Pokenon on his phone.

AUGUST
Where the hell is Lenny? CQur
manager shoul d be here when we sign
a new production deal.

FRANCI SCO
He can't nake it. Sonething about
Dant e.

AUGUST

Dante? Way the fuck woul d Lenny be
tal king to our ex-bandmate? 'C sco?

FRANCI SCO
Fuck! Ki cked out another Poké gym

AUGUST
Pokénon? Now! ? What are you, 127

FRANC!I SCO
One, you're panicking. Two, fuck
Dante! Nari's |ead singer now and
unlike him she's loyal. Alittle
violent, but loyal. And three, fuck
you! | caught a Rhydon today.

August's face contorts as a curious scent wafts in the air.

AUGUST

Wy do you snell |ike sex?
FRANC!I SCO

Banged Margo in the neat freezer.
AUGUST

Agai n? People eat what's in there.
FRANC!I SCO

So did I.
AUGUST

Gross. | thought you ended things?

FRANC!I SCO
You said, and | quote, "Do whatever
it takes to get the night off."

AUGUST
| didn't mean-- Never m nd.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANC!I SCO
Ww you' re uptight. Patrice stil
not letting you hit? She weirded
out about the whol e bi sexual thing?

AUGUST
No. | mean, yes. | mean, shut up!
Besi des, Patrice knows sexuality is
a spectrum not binary.

FRANC!I SCO
Ha! Bi-nary.

An Uber pulls up behind August. Nari exits the car, slans
the door, and KICKS it. As the car peels off:

UBER DRI VER
Fucki ng psycho!

NARI
Suck ny dick fromthe back, bitch!
(to the guys)
| hate chatty Uber drivers.

FRANCI SCO
You're | ate.

NARI
And you're lucky | showed.

AUGUST
Can we just go inside? It's tine.

August turns and | eads the way into the cl ub.

NARI
Wiy's it snmell |ike ass out here?

| NT. SAVOY NI GHTCLUB - MAI N FLOOR/ VI P ENTRANCE - NI GHT

DUTCH (40s), a Grace Jones acolyte with a Judge Judy
tenperanent, sits behind the velvet rope as two wonen fawn
over her. August & Co. walk up to a bouncer at the rope.

AUGUST
H . Gio Soul, here to see Dutch

The bouncer turns to Dutch. She nods. He lets the trio in.
FRANCI SCO

(to the bouncer)
How nmuch you lift, bro?

( CONTI NUED)
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AUGUST (O C.)
"G sco!

| NT. SAVOY NI GHTCLUB - VI P/ DUTCH S TABLE - NI GHT
August & Co. sit opposite Dutch and her girls.

AUGUST
Thanks for neeting with us, Dutch.
Mad Hatter Music is one of the
hottest production conpanies in LA

Dut ch hol ds out her enpty glass and a server replaces it.

DUTCH
Y all got real potential, Boogs. My
whol e crew had your deno on repl ay.

FRANCI SCO
Dope! We're playing the Echo next
weekend. You shoul d check us out.

DUTCH
"1l check nmy schedul e. You know, |
t hought Grio Soul was done for
after your boy Dante went solo. And
right when y'all were in talks with
a maj or | abel ? But here you are.
And with a gorgeous new nenber too.

NARI
Thank you.

DUTCH
Even if she is a disgraced K-Pop
star with a drinking problem Tel
me, did they kick you out your old
group before or after you punched
t hat awards host on live TV?

NARI
You know about that?

DUTCH
Me and the 84 mllion other people
who wat ched it on YouTube.

One of Dutch's girls uses her phone to show a video of Nari
punchi ng a Korean host as her girl group watched in horror.

DUTCH (cont' d)
Ni ce right hook. Anyway, we'd |ove
to hone your sound and get Gio
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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DUTCH (cont' d)
Soul signed to a label. Al you
have to do now i s change your nane.

AUGUST
Wiy woul d we change our nane?

DUTCH
Because you don't own the rights to
it. According to this letter from
his | awers, Dante Carter does. He
trademarked it behi nd your back.

Dutch tosses a letter and a gl anorous headshot of DANTE (27,
Bl ack), looking |like a Kroger brand Usher, on the table.

FRANCI SCO
O course he included a headshot.

AUGUST
Dante stole ny-- OUR nane!? How ?

FRANCI SCO
Dante | eft al nbst two years ago.
Wiy is he only sending this now?

DUTCH
Don't know. Don't care. | had ny
teamdraft up a few nanmes you can--

AUGUST
W' re not changi ng our narne.

NARI
Shoul dn't we talk about this first?

DUTCH
Trademar k di sputes are | engthy and
| got other acts | can work wth.

AUGUST
But none as good as us. O herw se
you woul dn't have invited us here.
(intently)
| can fix this, Dutch.

Dutch takes a long, tortuously slow sip of her drink.

DUTCH
You have until Saturday. 5pm After
that, | nove on.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

| NT. LAMBERT TALENT AGENCY - LOBBY - DAY

CU on Lanbert Tal ent Agency wall | ogo. Francisco and Nari

sit belowit in the rundown |obby. A visibly unconfortable
August stands at the receptionist's desk while snokey-voi ced
cougar GLADYS (70s, white) eyes himup and down |ike prey.

GLADYS
Mmm Who ordered T-bone for |unch?

AUGUST
H, dadys. W're here for our 3
o' clock with Lenny.

GLADYS
Lenny Schneny. How about you, ne,
and ny guy Leroy down at the bingo
hall have us a threeway instead?

AUGUST
Just... let Lenny know we're here.
GLADYS
Sure, sweetness. Too bad though.
like ny steaks like I like ny nen

Thick, juicy, and well done.
August nervously swal | ows hard.

NARI
(to Francisco)
Hey, where did the name Gio Soul
conme fron? Wiy is August so dead
set on keeping it?

FRANC!I SCO
(pl ayi ng Pokenon)
h

Sonmething to do with his dad.

NARI
Hs dad? | don't think |I've ever
heard August tal k about his dad.
Where i s--

FRANC!I SCO
Yes! | caught a Vol torb!

Back at the reception desk..

GLADYS
(into phone)
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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13.

GLADYS (cont'd)
Sweetie, your 3 o' clock is here.

LENNY (O C.)
(through t he phone)
Mom | told you it's "M . Lanbert”
in front of clients!

GLADYS
Sorry ny little | ove bug.
(to August)
M. Lanbert is ready for you now.

August notions to Francisco and Nari and the group heads to

t he back.

A adys bites her lip watching August wal k away.

| NT. LENNY LAMBERT TALENT AGENCY - LENNY'S OFFI CE - DAY

The group

enters the office of LENNY LAMBERT (40s), a "Lou

Pear| man neets Jeremy Piven in pretty much any novie" type

LENNY
Gio Soul! My biggest clients!

FRANC!I SCO
We're your only clients, Lenny.

LENNY
Not anynore! You're |ooking at the
new manager for 'Yonceé!

NARI
Beyoncé? The Beyoncé?

LENNY
No. 'Yoncé! 7th runner up on
Rupaul 's Drag Race, season 24. |
j ust booked her a caneo in
"Shar knado 8: Sharks in Space".

NARI
That actually makes nore sense.

LENNY
Let's get down to business. Dante
trademarked "Gio Soul" behind our
backs. | had no idea until his
attorneys sent that demand letter.
| for one am shocked he woul d
betray our trust like this.

AUGUST
Says the man who tried to drop us
so he coul d nanage Dante sol o.

( CONTI NUED)
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LENNY
Who, nme? |'d never betray you guys.

AUGUST
You had papers drawn up.

FRANC!I SCO
And changed your Twitter handle to
@pant eCar t er sManager .

LENNY
Fellas, the past is the past! Let's
live in the now K, has anyone
spoken to Dante at all?

AUGUST
No. He been changed hi s nunber.

FRANC!I SCO
| got it. I can give hima ca--.

AUGUST
You still talk to him?

FRANC!I SCO
Just to say hi a fewtines

AUGUST
"H"!? You, nme, and Dante started
Gio Soul, only for himto betray
us. Twice! He's dead to us. Got it?

FRANC!I SCO
Yeah, | got it. Damm.

S| LENCE. Awkwar d, tense sil ence.

LENNY

K, so |l met with Dante's | awyers.

He's willing to sell the nanme back;

For $10, 000.

FRANCI SCO NARI
$10, 000! ? Fuck that! That's ridi cul ous!

AUGUST

We'll doit.
NARI

Are you crazy? W don't have 10k!
AUGUST

| have two grand in savings. | can

take another two fromcredit cards.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANC!I SCO
Al'l that fromdancing in a bunny
suit? And you don't have to take
your clothes off or nothing? N ce!

LENNY
(checki ng conputer)
Your busi ness account has $3, 537. 23
init. Add that to August's savings
and credit cards and that | eaves...

FRANC!I SCO
(wi t hout cal cul ator)
$2, 462. 77.

Everyone | ooks at Franci sco.

FRANCI SCO (cont' d)
What ? You know |I' m good at mat h.
Now explain why | can't talk to
Dante, but we can run himten Gs.

AUGUST
You know why. Pl ease, Franci sco.

August and Franci sco have had an entire conversation in
those 5 words, sonething a confused Nari picks up on.

FRANC!I SCO
Friday's payday, so |I'm good for
$900. Margo can spot ne $300 with--
(swervi ng hips)
--some convi nci ng.

NARI
| have |ike, $700 saved up. | can
ask ny parents for an advance on ny
check. But do we really want to g--

AUGUST
Lenny, tell Dante's |lawers we'll
have his noney by Sat urday.

I NT. AUGUST' S CAR - DRIVER S SEAT - DAY

August stops at a red light. He speaks to his new, Kkinda
sorta girlfriend Patrice through his stereo Bl uetooth.

PATRICE (O C.)
Wiy not change it? You said the
group had a different vibe after
Nari repl aced Dante anyway.

( CONTI NUED)
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AUGUST
Qur nanme's too inportant, babe.

August's eyes follow a shirtless Black nmale jogger trotting
down the sidewal k, his lean frame glistening with sweat. But
when a cop pulls up beside him his lust turns to disgust.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CAFETERI A - LUNCH TABLE - DAY

PATRI CE G BSON (l ate-20s), a pretty nurse with a Laura
W nsl ow vi be, tal ks on the phone when her pager beeps.

| NTERCUT PATRI CE/ AUGUST

PATRI CE

Shit, Doctor's paging nme. CGotta go.
AUGUST

K. W still nmeeting up later?
PATRI CE

Provi ded there's no 50-car pile up

comng to the ER, I'mall yours.
AUGUST

Do all nurses have such macabre
pillow talk, or just you Patrice?

PATRI CE
What ever boy! See you tonight.

Patrice hangs up. August's radi o switches on.
RADI O DJ
Next up is a Los Angel eno whose
buzz kind of fizzled out |ast year.
But now he's back with sone heat.
Here's Dante Carter with "Loyalty".

Dante's ad |ibs flood the car. August slanms the radio off.

EXT. CITY BUS - LOS ANGELES NEI GHBORHOOD - DAY

Francisco exits a city bus with a bag of groceries. He wal ks
t hrough the | ower-m ddl e class Latino nei ghborhood.

EXT. RAMOS FAM LY HOVE - FRONT CURB - DAY

Franci sco wal ks to the front door of a nodest one-story
home, but can't find his keys. G oaning, he rings the bell

ABEL, Francisco's nerdy 13-year-old brother answers.

( CONTI NUED)
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ABEL
Forgot your keys agai n? Shoul dn't
t he ol dest be the responsi bl e one?

| NT. RAMOS FAM LY HOVE - FAM LY ROOM - DAY

Franci sco pushes past Abel and and heads toward the kitchen.
Their sister CELIA (13) waves as she wal ks by on her phone.

FRANC!I SCO
Shoul dn"t your balls have dropped
by now, nerd? Hey, Celia.

Abel heads to his room Francisco goes to the kitchen.

| NT. RAMOS FAM LY HOVE - KI TCHEN - DAY
Franci sco’'s phone rings as he sets the groceries down.

FRANCI SCO
Hel | 0?

CARLCS (O.C)
Fr anci sco?

FRANC!I SCO
(in Spanish; subtitled)
Dad! How are you?

EXT. GAS STATION - PAY PHONE - DAY

CARLCS (50s), Francisco's working class dad, stands under
t he hot Guat emal an sun

CARLOS
l|"'m OK. How is your nmon? The tw ns?

| NTERCUT FRANCI SCO' CARLOS

FRANC!I SCO
Momis good. Celia aced her math
qui z and Abel's still annoyi ng.

Abel returns to sneak a candy bar, but Francisco nabs it.

CARLOS
Did you drop the weedkiller like I
asked? | don't want M's. Minoz from
across the street judging nmy grass.

Franci sco grinaces, having obviously forgotten.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

18.

FRANC!I SCO
Yep. Totally didn't forget. Anyway,
guess what? We finally got a
meeting with your inmmgration
attorney next nonth.

CARLOS
Wonder ful ! Thanks for novi ng back
home, son. | feel better know ng

you're there to protect the famly.
| hate to ask, but things are tight
here in Guatemala. The job | had--

FRANC!I SCO
How nuch do you need?
CARLOS
$800 US. But only if you have it.
FRANC!I SCO
"1l send it this afternoon.
CARLOS
Thanks. I'msorry I'mnot there. If

| hadn't gotten picked up at that
damed | CE heari ng- -

FRANC!I SCO
Not your fault. You'll be home with
your famly soon; where you bel ong.

PHONE CARD VO CE
You have - two m nutes - remnaining.

CARLOS
Listen, | don't care who's in the
White House. W can't count on your
DACA |i ke we thought. Be careful,
son. | love you

FRANC!I SCO
| love you too, Dad.

I NT. AUGUST' S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - NI GHT

August fri

es fish and boils grits as Patrice grabs dishes.

AUGUST
Dante didn't even have a decent
falsetto when | met him 1 taught
hi m how to use his head voi ce.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATRI CE
Uh huh.

AUGUST
"Cisco and | wote all the songs
too, even in high school. Dante
couldn't wite for shit.

PATRI CE
Lets forget about Dante tonight.
AUGUST
You're right. I'msorry. You like
cheese in your grits or regular?
PATRI CE
Neither. I'ma Cream of Weat kind
of girl.
AUGUST

Excuse ne? | can't date a wonan who
eats Cream of Wieat. What woul d the
ancestors think?

Patrice | aughs as August playfully grabs her waist, pulling
her close. They tantalizingly gaze into each others eyes.

PATRI CE
Ch no! Howw Il | ever nmake it up
to the ancestors?

AUGUST
| ' ve got sone ideas.

The pair leans in for a steany, passionate Kkiss.

I NT. DANCE STUDI O - MJLTI COLORED ROOM - MJSI C VI DEO

Nari sings al ongside four Korean ingenues in bubbl egum KPOP
group THE PRETTYS. Her star power is especially undeniable.

THE PRETTYS
(singing in Korean)
Do you love ne? What will it be?
(singing in English)
Love ya so nuch. Ya drive ne crazy!

| NT. SEONG HOUSE - NARI'S ROOM - NI GHT
ZOOM QUT to find Nari watching her KPOP glory days, sans
headphones. April enters and Nari slamnms her |aptop shut.

April lovingly pretends not to have heard.

( CONTI NUED)
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APRI L
D nner's ready.
| NT. SEONG HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Nari's traditional Korean parents, MR and MRS. SEONG (60s),
sit with their daughters at the dinner table.

MRS. SEONG
How was everyone's day?
APRI L
Pretty good! | aced ny examon tort

reform despite certain obstacles.

MR SEONG
(in Korean; subtitled)
My daughter! Such a hard worker

MRS. SEONG
And you, Nari?
NARI
Just anot her dandy day at Dandy Dry

Cl eani ng.

(with trepidation)
Gio Soul is close to a deal with a
producti on conpany t hough.

MR SEONG
How exci ting!

NARI
There's just this tiny issue about
our name bei ng trademar ked. But
it's totally cool. W just have to
pay $10,000 to get the name back.

MRS. SEONG
$10, 000? For a nane?

NARI
August is handling nost of it. I
just need a small advance to--

MRS. SEONG
No. No advance.

MR, SEONG

Your nmother is right. You get paid
after you work, not before.
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NARI
But we could | ose our nane!

MRS. SEONG
Wiy do you insist on wasting your
life with this music nonsense!?

MR SEONG
That' s enough, ny darlings.

NARI
Because that nonsense is ny life!

MRS. SEONG
You shoul d' ve thought of that
before you threw your career away
and brought shame upon this famly!

MR SEONG
Enough!

Time stops. No, FREEZES. After a beat:

MR. SEONG (cont'd)
You're a good Korean girl, Nari.
Not sonme thug rapper.

NARI
|"m | ead singer. And ' Ci sco and
August are ny friends. Not thugs.

MRS. SEONG
Oh pl ease. W know what's going on
out there. W' ve seen "The Wre".

MR SEONG
Poor, poor Wall ace.

| NT. AUGUST' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT
August and Patrice |ay basking in post-coital

PATRI CE
So did you and Dante |ike, date?

AUGUST
Hel | no. Way would you ask that?

PATRI CE
The way he gets under your skin..
Have you ever had a boyfriend?

21.

glow. Until...
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AUGUST
Patrice, what's going on?

PATRI CE
|"ve never dated a bi guy before.
guess |'mjust wondering..

Patrice doesn't finish her sentence. She doesn't have to.

AUGUST
' mnot ashanmed of who | am
Patrice. And it took me a long tine
to get here. If that bothers you..

PATRI CE
It doesn't. | just-- Forget | said
anything. |'m good. W' re good.

Patrice |l ays on August's chest, but doubt rests with them

I NT. PANN S RESTAURANT - BOOTH - DAY

August, Francisco, and Nari enjoy brunch at the iconic 50's
t hemed Pann's restaurant, just outside of |nglewood.

FRANC!I SCO
Shit, | forgot ny wallet in your
car. Can | borrow your keys?

August tosses Francisco his keys. Francisco exits. Nari
takes a flask fromher jacket to top off her coffee.

AUGUST

How did it go with your parents?

Did they give you the advance?
NARI

About that... They said no.
AUGUST

Shit! Did they say why?
NARI

Because "The Wre" is fucked up and
Wal | ace deserved better.

August stares in confusion. Francisco returns, but wthout
handi ng August back his keys.

AUGUST

Nari's fol ks won't spot her. You
and | have to split the difference.
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FRANCI SCO

Actually, I'"'mout too. | had to
wire ny dad sone noney and--

AUGUST
Seriously!? Am1| the only one that
gives a shit about this group!?

Custoners turn their heads at August's outburst.

NARI
Let's just change our nane. It's
not like we're going to have the
noney by Sat urday anyway.

AUGUST
Yes we will. I"Il sell ny car.

FRANCI SCO
You can't not have a car in LA
Trust nme, it sucks.

AUGUST
It'Il be fine. It's just a... car?

The tires of a black Chevy Malibu screech outside.

AUGUST (cont'd)
Franci sco? Were are nmy keys?

Francisco frantically checks his pockets and conmes up enpty.
August runs outside. Nari and Francisco follow suit.

EXT. PANN S RESTAURANT - FRONT DOOR/ PARKI NG LOT

The Ml i bu speeds by just as the group makes it outside.

AUGUST
Fuck! Fuuuuuuck!
NARI
(into her phone)
Yes, I'd like to report a stolen
vehi cl e. Pann's restaurant on--

AUGUST
What are you doi ng? No cops!

August takes Nari's phone and hangs up. She grabs it back.
NARI
Excuse you, asshol e!
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FRANC!I SCO
XK, glass half full? W can use the
i nsurance noney to pay off Dante.

AUGUST
An i nsurance check isn't gonna be
here by Saturday! |'m fucked!

NARI
You nean we're fucked.
AUGUST
VWhat ?
NARI

You keep sayi ng
only one in this.

like you're the

AUGUST
It's ny fucking car!

FRANC!I SCO
She neans the group. W care about
Gio Soul just as nmuch as you do.

AUGUST
Real |y, M. Pokenmon? God, how are
you this irresponsible!?

Nari chuckl es in agreenent and takes a swig from her fl ask.

AUGUST (cont'd)
| know the al coholic guzzling vodka
since 9amisn't | aughing.

NARI
Fuck you, | drink Hennessy! You
know what ? Screw you and your dick
measuring contest. |I'mout of here!

FRANC!I SCO
Me too. CGotta catch "emall, right?

Francisco and Nari wal k off in separate directions, |eaving
August standi ng al one. A pissed off Pann's server steps out.

SERVER

| know y'all notherfuckers paying
for this food!

END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

| NT. GARCI A'S BK BODEGA - FLASHBACK ( CONT' D)

SUMVER 2006. Andre and Young August shop around the back of
t he bodega, then nmaking their way to the front to pay.

ANDRE
Alright, Jay Z or Wezy?

YOUNG AUGUST
Wayne's flow is sick, but Hov has
better wordplay, just |like ne.

ANDRE
You hear that, M. Garcia? My boy's
t he next Jay Z.

YOUNG AUGUST
Nah, |'mthe next August G een.

ANDRE
Well OK then! Shit, we forgot mlK.

YOUNG AUGUST
I"11 get it.

August heads back to the refrigerators as a suspi ci ous
ROBBER (20s, Black male) in a hoodie enters the store.

ANDRE
And none of that skimshit your
nmomma be nmaking ne drink! That ness
ain't nothing but water.

The robber pulls a gun, aimng at Andre, then M. Garcia.

ROBBER
Hands up! Enpty the register!

M. Garcia opens the register. Andre commands August to stay
hi dden with a | ook, then turns his attention to the robber.

ANDRE
You don't want to do this, brotha.

The robber presses the gun agai nst Andre's forehead.

ROBBER
Nigga, | will paint the floor with
your brains! Shut the fuck-- Ch
shit, ain't you DJ Gio? Yo, that
set you did at Salt Club was fire!
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ANDRE
... Thanks?

August di ps behind an endcap and calls 911 on his cell.

911 OPERATOR (O.C.)
911, what is your energency?

YOUNG AUGUST
There's a robbery at Garcia's
Br ookl yn Bodega on 19th and Hill

911 OPERATOR (O.C.)
K, we're sending units over now.

I NT. AUGUST' S BEDROOM - NI GHT - PRESENT DAY

It's 3:18 am according to the alarmclock and August is
rustling in bed. Patrice groans and turns on a | anp.

PATRI CE
For the last tine, what's wong?

AUGUST
Not hi ng. Go back to sl eep.

Patrice turns her light off, but August cuts on his |anp.

AUGUST (cont'd)
If "G sco and Nari had done what |
told them we'd have our nane back
and 1'd still have ny car.

PATRI CE

(to hersel f)
This is why we sleep at hone, girl.

(to August)
August, you are one of the nost
tal ented, anbitious people |'ve
ever net. But you're a contro
freak and a dick to your friends.

AUGUST
Is this supposed to be a pep tal k?

PATRI CE
What did you expect Nari to do? Rob
her parents store?

AUGUST

OK, fine. But Francisco shoul dn't
have wasted his portion.
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PATRI CE
Do you hear yourself? Howis
hel ping his deported father a waste
of noney? What if it was your dad?

August suddenly zones out, as if he's sonmewhere el se.

PATRI CE (cont' d)
... August ?

AUGUST

(snappi ng to)
We deci ded as a group.

PATRI CE
No, you did. | don't know where
this need to be in control cones
from but if you keep it up, Dante
won't be the only one who | eaves.
(ki ssing his cheek)

Get sone sl eep. Nobody ever sol ved
anything at 3:20 in the norning.

August cuts off his lanp. In the dark:

AUGUST
But what about - -

Patrice groans LOUDLY.

I NT. AUGUST' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

August, Nari, and Francisco sit around the coffee table.

AUGUST

Thanks for com ng over guys.
FRANC!I SCO

No problem And again, I'mreally

sorry about... well everything.
NARI

Me too. | shouldn't have said--
AUGUST

|"mthe one who's sorry. ' G sco,
you're ny best friend and the
dopest nusician | know. Nari, you
literally saved this group. There's
no Gio Soul without either of you

SHOCK. Nari | ooks inquisitively into August's eyes.
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NARI
Are you high? Can | have sone?

AUGUST
" mnot high. Just a jerk.

FRANC!I SCO
Sounds |i ke having your car stolen
really gave you sone perspective.

August cuts a sharp, searing |look at Francisco.

FRANCI SCO (cont' d)
O not.

NARI
VWhere did "Gio Soul" come fronf

August | ooks to Franci sco, who nods his support.

AUGUST
It was Sumer 2006. Beyoncé had
laid off Kelly and Mchelle, Lil
Wayne was running the table with
"The Carter 11", and Wol e Foods
hadn't col oni zed the borough yet. ..

| NT. GARCI A'S BK BODEGA - DAY - FLASHBACK ( CONT' D)

SUMVER 2006. M. Garcia hands the noney to the robber and
the thief runs out. Andre and August run to each other.

ANDRE

You OK, Boogs~?
YOUNG AUGUST

Yeah. The cops will be here soon.
MR, GARCI A

In this neighborhood? Yeah, right.

OFFI CER #1 (40s, white), a weathered veteran enters ahead of
OFFI CER #2 (20s), a nervous Latina rookie, weapons drawn.

OFFI CER #1
We got a call about a robbery.
MR GARCI A
Well 1'1Il be dammed. Yes, officer.

But the robber escaped.

OFFI CER #1
Did you get a good | ook at hin?
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MR GARCI A
No. | was too panicked.

Andre wal ks up the aisle towards the cops. Oficer #2 | ooks
up and sees himin the security mrror behind M. Garci a.

ANDRE
H officers. | got a | ook at--

O ficer #1 turns and points his gun at Andre.

OFFI CER #1
Show ne your hands!

BANG Less than a second after Oficer #1's comuand, he
fires a bullet into Andre's chest. Andre falls. August runs
to his father's side. He cradles his dad, utterly hel pl ess.

YOUNG AUGUST
Pop! Pop! Stay with ne, Pop!

| NT. AUGUST' S APARTMENT - LI VING ROOM - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
Nari w pes away tears while Francisco sits STUNNED

FRANC!I SCO
You told nme how your dad died, but
not that you saw it. Fuck, man.

NARI
What happened to the cop?

AUGUST

Cop said he feared for his |ife; DA
declined charges. A year |ater Mom
noved us to LA for a fresh start. |
al ways told Pop I1'd make ny mark on
hip hop. But it's hard to chase a
dream whil e carrying a ghost. So
let's do it. Let's change our nane.

FRANC!I SCO
Real | y? Any ideas as to what?

NARI
| got one. Renenber what Dutch said
about her team playing our denp?

AUGUST
Yeah, they played it over and over.

Nari wites sonmething on a napkin and slides it across.
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NARI
| checked. It's not trademarked.

August and Franci sco | ook at the napkin. And smle.

I NT. ECHO NI GHTCLUB - MAIN STAGE - N GHT

August, Francisco, and Nari stand to the side of the stage.
Franci sco pl ays Pokenon, but for once, August doesn't m nd.
The entee (30s, Bl ack) hops on the mc to address the crowd.

EMCEE
Formerly known as Gio Soul, our
next act are the latest signees to
Mad Hatter Music and have a new
nane. But I'Il let themreintroduce
t hensel ves. Everybody, give it up!

CHEERS as our trio wal ks on stage. August nods to Dutch at
her table, but is shocked by who's next to her: DANTE!

FRANCI SCO
Wiy is Dante sitting with Dutch!?

AUGUST
Good fucki ng questi on.

NARI
Were they working together this
whol e time? Wiat do we do now?

AUGUST
For now? The sane thing we al ways
do. G ve one hell of a show.

August steps to the mc. He COMVANDS the audi ence.
AUGUST (cont'd)
What's up, Echo! |I'm Boogs, that's
"Cisco, and this lovely lady is
Nari. And together, we're REPLAY.
Y all ready to get down tonight!?
The crowd ROARS.

AUGUST (cont'd)
| thought so. DJ? Drop the beat!

CUT TO BLACK

END OF SHOW



